
72 SEEDS AND PLANTS IlVIPORTED.

45623. :PHASEOLUS COCCINEUS L. Fabacere. Scarlet Runner bean.
Fronl Denling, N. ~lex. Seeds presented by ~Iiss H.uth 1. Grover. Received

December 27, 1917.

"These beans ,vere found in an old .A.ztec Indian grave in old l\Iexieo in
1916. They are of the bush variety and I believe very ha rdy i f irri~a ted."
(Alis8 Gl'o1.'er.)

A bean ,,~ith a t,,~ining steIn "'hich, if supported, \yill rise to a height of 14
feet. The leaves are slllaller than those of the cOI~Hnon ki<.1IH~y hpun, allli the
flowers, ,'~hich are in long Sl)ikes and of a deep scarlet color, are larger. The
pods are large and rough, and the seeds are purple Inarked ,,·ith hlack,
although sorpethnes pure ,vhite. This bean ,vas forlllerly tultivatecl for its
flo,vers only, and ,vas first lllentioned as being edible hy the gartlener, Philip
l\::Iiller. ( ..."--dapted froIH Jliller, Gardeners' and Botanists' 1)ictionar,1l. 9th ed.)

This is a ,vhite-seeded fonn.

45624. LITCHI CHIKENSIS Sonner. Sapindacere. Lychee.
(Nepheli1t1n litchi Calubess.)

Fronl Canton, China. Purchased frOln 1'1r. C. O. Levine, ...-\gricultural De
partInent, Canton Christian College. Received Deceluher 11, 1917.

"Cuttings from trees of variety lVai Chie growing on the collegecarnpus."
(Let·ine. }

45625 to 45658. ZlzIPHr-s 3IAURITIANA I~anl. Rhalnnaeea~.

(Z. iujuba Lam. not ~lill.)

FroIll Port Louis, ~Iauritius. Seeds presented hy ~Ir. G. Heg-nard. Ite
ceived Decelnher 19, 1917.

Thirty-four varieties received. The follo,ving is an extract frOtH. a letter
frolH 1\11': Regnard :

" If the Ziziphus trees are not cultivated in the strict sense of the \vord. they
are to be found in large nlunbers in the villages inhabited hy Indians and
Africans in the ,varlner localities of the island. The fruits are ,veIl appreciated,
not only by these people but also by Europeans, and are sold in great quantities .
in the fruit Inarkets during June, July, and .i~ugust (the ('old season). On
having fruits gathered fron1 different trees, I have noticed that there are IHany
varieties. probably lllore than one hundred, of different size, ·shape. taste. and
color. 'The fruits on ripening Illay be green, pink, red, or yello\v. The Inajority
is of a certain shade of yello,v. 'Vhen overripe, tha tis, ,yhen the fruit softens,
nIl the fruits have the saIne unifornl yello\vish bro,vn color.

" The fruits are eaten before they becolne \vIla t I call 'overripe,' and except
for SOnl(~ varieties have a very good taste. Usually those fruits ,vhleh have
the lo,ver extrelnity slightly poilited are considered to he the hest. hut this is
not ahvays the case.

"The tree rar{~ly attains 1110re than 20 feet in height, \Yith n trunk 6 to 8
inches in diameter. It gro,vs all around the island, froIn sea level to 500 or
600 feet altitude; but it appears, save a fe,v exceptions, that the best prod
ucts ar{~ obtained frOll1 the regions ,vhere the heat is Illore regular, beeause they
are sheltered froln the ,vinds ,vhich blo,v froIll the southeast during nlo~t of
the year."


